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Sir: 

Claims 1-14 are pending in this application. In reply to the May 16, 2007 Office 
Action, AppUcant respectfully requests reconsideration of tiie pending claims at least in Ught 
of the following remarks. 

The Office Action rejects claims 1-14 under 35 U.S.C. §102(b) over U.S. Patent No. 
5,980,01 8 (Taylor). Applicant respectfully traverses the rejection. 

In particular, Taylor at least fails to disclose "a wiping mechanism being moxinted on 
the mounting base and including a wiper base supported on the mounting base movablv 
toward the nozzle surface and a wiper attached to the wiper base," as recited in claims 1 and 
12. 
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The Office Action now relies on column 12, lines 48-52, and column 20, lines 22-25, 
as allegedly disclosing the above features. However, The Office Action's reliance on these 
portions of Taylor is misplaced for at least the following two reasons. 

First, the portions of Taylor relied on by the Office Action regard the initial assembly 
of the device in Taylor (C12/L50). FIG. 4 illustrates the manner of supporting and aligning 
the pallet 120 with the base 102 and bonnet 1 10 of the service state firame 46 (CI 1/L30-32). 
Importantly, it is clear that the description relied on by the Office Action shows the z-axis 
alignment during initial assembly, not during anv maintenance operation . 

In this respect. Applicant respectfully notes that "maintenance" as the term is used in 
Applicant's specification refers to maintenance of an assembled printer by cleaning the 
nozzles with a wiper (see, e.g., page 12, line 21 -page 17, line 6). It does joot encompass 
disassembling or assembling the printer. 

Second, even if the term "maintenance" could be read broadly enough to encompass 
initial assembly, Taylor still fails to disclose a "wiper base supported on the mounting base 
movablv toward the nozzle surface ," as recited in claims 1 and 12. 

It is alleged by the Office Action that the wiper moxmts 190 are equivalent to the 
claimed "wiper base," the service station firame 46 is equivalent to the claimed "moxmting 
base," and the wiper 150 is equivalent to the claimed "wiper." However, Taylor only 
discloses that the rear end of the service station base 102 (and thus the service station firame 
46) may be raised or lowered (C12/L51-52). That is, the wipers 150 and 152 of Taylor are 
raised or lowered together with the service station fi-ame 46. Thus, the wiper mounts 1 90 of 
Taylor are not mounted on the service station fi"ame 46 in a manner that wiper mounts are 
movable toward the nozzle relative to the service station firame 46. 

Thus, Taylor fails to disclose a "wiper base supported on the moimting base movablv 
toward the nozzle surface, " as recited in claims 1 and 12. Accordingly, claims 1 and 12 are 
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patentable over Taylor. Fxirther, claims 2-11,13, and 14 are patentable for at least the reasons 
that claims 1 and 12 are patentable, as well as for the additional features they recite. 

In view of at least the foregoing, Applicant respectfully submits that this application is 
in condition for allowance. Applicant earnestly solicits favorable reconsideration and prompt 
allowance of the pending claims. 

Should the Examiner believe that anything further would be desirable in order to place 
this application in even better condition for allowance, Applicant invites the Examiner to 
contact the undersigned at the telephone number set forth below. 



Respectfully submitted, 



JAO:JOC/jls 




Date: August 16, 2007 



DEPOSIT ACCOUNT USE 



OLIFF & BERRIDGE, PLC 

P.O. Box 19928 
Alexandria, Virgiiiia 22320 
Telephone: (703) 836-6400 



AUTHORIZATION 



Please grant any extension 



necessary for entry; 



Charge any fee due to our 
Deposit Account No. 15-0461 



-3- 



